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AP WORLD DBQ RUBRIC Name:
Updated August 2016 DBQ:

CONTEXTUALIZATION  situates the argument by explaining the broader
historical context that is immediately relevant to the question (2-3 sentences).

Some prompts will only accept context that is within the time frame of the prompt
{although for some prompts, the period immediately before may be appropriate).

THESIS Presents a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and
responds to all parts of the question {does more than re-state).

MUST be located in the introduction or conciusion (first or last paragraph).

DOCUMENT ANALYSIS (TWO POINTS)

Used POV / CAP (Any) CORRECTLY USES the content of
Context, Audience, Purpose at least SIX of the documents to
Doc support the stated thesis
{or a relevant argument).
Doc
Doc
Doc EXPLAINS the significance of
author’s POV, context, audience,
Doc _ and/or purpose (CAP) for at least
Doc FOUR documents.
Students are advised to use ALL documents and
Doc do POV/CAP analysis on 5 in case of a mistaie.

OUTSIDE EVIDENCE  Provides an example or additional piece of SPECIFIC
evidence beyond those found in the documents to support or qualify the argument.

Must be 1) distinct from evidence used to earn other points and 2) more than a mere phrase or reference.

Better safe than sorry! it's a good idea to encourage students to use af least TWO pieces of evidence.

ARGUMENTATION  Develops and supports a cohesive argument [typically
supporting the thesis, if present] that recognizes and accounts for historical complexity by
explicitly illustrating relationships among historical evidence such as contradiction,
corroboration, and/or qualification.

Basically, develop a coherent and consistent argument and put the documents in conversation with each other,
In practice, this is often a capstone point for an excellently argued essay that impresses the reader.

SYNTHESIS  Extends the argument by explaining the connections between the
argument and a similar development in a different historical period or geographical area.

Basically, take the argument beyond the prompt’s time frame and/or geographical area.

A student may also bring in a course theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay
(political, social, etc.) or to a different academic discipline (e.g., political science, art history, or anthropology}
to get the synthesis point, but these approaches are less common than time/place synthesis.

NOTE: Although there is no set rule, there

is a consensus that confext should appear in

the first paragraph and that synthesis should TOT AL PO INTS: / 7

appear at the end of the essay.

For more information about the AP World History DBQ, visit my website: www tomrichey.net



APUSH LEQ RUBRIC

Causation

THESIS

A substantive thesis 1
must meet ALL of the
requirements to the
right of the box.

Name:

LEQ:

The Thesis MUST:
s Make a historically defensible claim.
* Address all parts of the question {causation).
+ Do more than just re-stote the prompt.
e Appeqar in one place in the introduction or conclusion.

HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL

DESCRIBES causes 2
AND/OR effects of a
historical event,
development, or process.

If the prompt asks for causes AND
effects, then both must be addressed
in some way to earn this point.

Another point fs EXPLAINS the reasons for | 6
earned if, in the causes AND/OR
oddition, the effects of a historical event,

development, or process.

student

This is typically {though not always)
the capstone point — the icing on the
cake of an amazing essay.

EVIDENCE & SUPPORT FOR ARGUMENT

Addresses the topic 3
in question with
specific examples of
relevant evidence.

To earn this point, the student must
use at least TWO (2) pieces of
refevant, specific evidence.

SYNTHESIS

Extends the argument ﬂ
to make a connection
beyond the scope of
the prompt.

Synthesis requires more than a passing
mention or comparison. It needs to be
Ffleshed out in multiple sentences. It
typically has its own paragraph at or
near the end of the essay.

GOODNESS
Points | ——/ 4

Another point is Utilizes specific evidence to | §
earnedif, in  fully and effectively
addition, the substantiate the thesis

student {or relevant argument).

This evidence must have breadth
and depth in addition to being used
effectively to argue a point.

Acceptable Synthesis Categories:

¢ A development in a different historical
period, situation, era, or geographical area.”

s A course theme and/or approach to history
that is not the focus of the essay.

*About 90% of valid synthesis attempts fall
into the first category of synthesis.

NOTE: All four

Basic Points DO GREATNESS

NOT have to be . / 2
earned in order to Points ——

get Bonus Points.

Teacher’s Notes:

TOTAL /6

Points

For maore instructional matertals, visit fomrichey.net.



APUSH LEQ RUBRIC Name:

Periodization LEQ:
THESIS
A substantive thesis 1 The Thesis MUST:
must meet ALL of the s Make a historically defensible claim.
requirements to the « Address all parts of the question (similarity AND difference).
right of the box.

s Do more than just re-state the prompt.
s Appear in one place in the introduction or conclusion.

HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL

DESCRIBES the ways in 2 ANALYZES the extent to which 6
which the historical Another pointis  the historical development
development in the prompt edrned if, in specified in the prompt was
was different from AND addition ’the different from AND similar to
similar to developments that ’ developments that precaded
preceded and/or fotlowed student and/or followed, providing
specific examples to support
it is key here that if the prompt says that This Is typically {though not always)
the periods before AND after must be the capstone point — the icing on the
addressed that they are both addressed. cake of an amazing essay.

EVIDENCE & SUPPORT FOR ARGUMENT

Addresses the topic 3 Another point s Jtilizes specific evidence to | 5
in question with earned if, in fully and effectively
specific examples of addition, the ~ Substantiate the thesis
relevant evidence., student {or relevant argument).
To earn this point, the student must This evidence must have breadth
use at least TWO (2} pieces of and depth in addition to being used
relevant, specific evidence. effectively to argue a point.
SYNTHESIS
Extends the argument | 4 Acceptable Synthesis Categories:

to make a connection
beyond the scope of
the prompt.

s A development in a different historical
period, situation, era, or geographical area.
e A course theme and/or approach to history
Synthesis requires more than a passing that is not the focus of the essay.
mention or comparisen. I needs to be
fleshed out in multiple sentences. It
typically has its own paragraph at or
near the end of the essay.

*About 30% of valid synthesis attempts fall
into the first category of synthesis.

NOTE: All four
Basic Points DO
GOODNESS /4 GREATNESS /2

. NOT have to be .
Points earned in order to Points

get Bonus Points.

Teacher’s Notes:
TOTAL /6

Points

For more instructional materials, visit tomrichey.nef.



APUSH LEQ RUBRIC

Continuity & Change Over Time

Name:

THESIS

A substantive thesis 1
must meet ALL of the
requirements to the
right of the box.

LEQ:

The Thesis MUST:
o Make a historically defensible claim.
s Address all parts of the guestion (continuity AND change).
* Do more than just re-state the prompt.
s Appear in one place in the introduction or conclusion.

HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL

DESCRIBES historical 2
continuity AND change
over time.

To earn this point, it is not necessary
to do both well, but both must be
addressed in some way.

ANALYZES specific

Another point is

6]

earned If, in examples that illustrate
addition, the  historical continuity AND
student change over time,

This is typically (though not always)
the capstone point — the icing on the
cake of on amazing essay.

EVIDENCE & SUPPORT FOR ARGUMENT

Addresses the topic 3
in question with
specific examples of
relevant evidence.

To earn this point, the student must
use at least TWO (2} pieces of
relevant, specific evidence.

SYNTHESIS

Extends the argument | 4
to make a connection
beyond the scope of
the prompt.

Synthesis requires more than a passing
mention or comparison. It needs to be
fleshed out in multiple sentences. It
typically has its own paragraph at or
near the end of the essay.

GOODNESS
Points

/4

Utilizes specific evidence to | §

Another point is

earned if, in fully and effectively
addition, the substantiate the thesis
student {or relevant argument).

This evidence must have breadth
and depth in addition to being used
effectively to arque a point.

Acceptable Synthesis Categories:

+ A development in a different historical
period, situation, era, or geographical area,”

® A course theme and/or approach to history
that is not the focus of the essay.

*About 90% of valid synthesis attempts foll
into the first category of synthesis.

NOTE: All four

Basic Paints DO

NOT have to be GREATNESS / 2
earned in order to P oimnts ——

get Bonus Points,

Teacher’s Notes:

TOTAL

Points

__/6

For more instructional materials, visit tomrichey.net.



APUSH LEQ RUBRIC

Comparison

THESIS

A substantive thesis 1
must meet ALL of the
requirements to the
right of the box.

Name:

LEQ:

The Thesis MUST:
* Make a historically defensible claim.
» Address all parts of the question (compares AND contrasts),
¢ Do more than just re-state the prompt.
» Appear in one place in the introduction or conclusion,

HISTORICAL THINKING SKILL

DESCRIBES similarities 2
AND differences among
historical individuals,
events, developments, or
processes.

To earn this point, it is not necessary
te do both well, but both must be
addressed in some way.

EXPLAINS the reasons for 6
similarities AND differences

Anather paint is

earned if, in X . S
addition, the among historical individuals,
events, developments, or
student

processes.

Some prompts may as the student to EVALUATE
the relative significance of the historical
individuals, events, developments, or processes,

EVIDENCE & SUPPORT FOR ARGUMENT

Addresses the topic 3
in question with
specific exampleg of
relevant evidence.

To earn this point, the student must
use at least TWO (2) pieces of
relevant, specific evidence.

SYNTHESIS

Extends the argument | 4
to make a connection
beyond the scope of
the prompt.

Synthesis requires more than a passing
mentien or comparison. it needs to be
fleshed out in multiple sentences. It
typically has its own paragraph at or
near the end of the essay.

GOODNESS
Points —/ 4

Another pointis  Utilizes specific evidence to | 5
earned if, in  Tully and effectively
addition, the ~ Substantiate the thesis

student {or relevant argument).

This evidence must have breadth
and depth in addition to being used
effectively to argue a point.

Acceptable Synthesis Categories:

e A development in a different historical
period, situation, era, or geographical area.”

* A course theme and/or approach to history
that is not the focus of the essay.

*About 90% of valid synthesis attempts fall
into the first category of synthesis.

NOTE: All four

Basic Points DO GREATNESS / 2

NOT have to be R
earned in order to Points

get Bonus Points.

Teacher’s Notes:

TOTAL /6

Points

For more instructional materials, visit tomrichey.net,



AP® WORLD HISTORY
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3
BASIC CORE (competence) 0-7 Points

i. Has acceptable thesis 1 Point

s+ The thesis must include BOTH & similarity AND a difference between the CAUSES
of any two of the specified revelutions.

s The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the specified conclusion
of the essay.

» The thesis may appear as one sentence or as multiple sentences.

« A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs or merely restates the prompt is
unacceptable.

« The thesis CANNMOT count for any other point.

2. Addresses all parts of the question, though not necessarily evenly or 1-2 Points
thoroughly

For 2 points:
s Identifies at least one similarity AND one difference in the CAUSES of two
identified revolutions.

For 1 point:
+ Identifies cne similarity OR one difference in the CAUSES of two identified
revelutions.

3. Substantiates thesis with appropriate historical evidence 1-2 Points

For 2 points:
« Must provide at least six pieces of relevant and accurate evidence related to TWO
specified revolutions.

For 1 point:
« Must provide at least four piecss of relevant and accurate evidence related to ONE
or TWQO gpecified revolutions.

4. Makes at least one direct, relevant comparison between the revolutions 1 Point
« Provides an additional difference OR similarity in the CAUSES of the identified

revolutions beyond that stated for Core Point 2

5. Analyzes at least one reason for a similarity or a difference identifiedin a 1 Point
direct comparison

Subtotal 7 Points

© 2016 The College Board.
Vigit the College Beard on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® WORLD HISTORY
2016 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3 (continued)

EXPANDED CORE (cxcellence) 0 - 2 Points

Expands beyond the basic core of 1-7 points. A student must earmn 7 points in the basic
core area before earning points in the expanded core area.

Examples:

Has a clear, anaiytical, and comprehensive thesis.

Addrasses all parts of the question thoroughly (as relevant); comparisons, chronology, causation,
connections, themes, interactions, and content.

Provides ample historical evidence to substantiate thesis.

Relates comparisons to larger global context.

Makes several direct, relevant comparisons between or among revolution causes.

Consistently analyzes relevant similarities and differences in causes of revolutions.

Applies relevant knowledge of other regions or world historical processes.

Recognizes nuances within revolution causes.

Subtotal 2 Points

TOTAL 9 Points

© 2015 The College Board.
Visit the Coliege Board on the Web: www.collegebeard.org.
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AP® WORLD HISTORY
2016 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 3
Overview

This questicn asked students to analyze similarities and differences in the causes of two (out of a choice of
three) Atlantic World eighteenth-cantury revolutions. This content is part of Key Concept 5.3, of the AP
World History Curriculum Framewark (Nationalism, Revolution, and Reform). By focusing on the historical
thinking skill of Causation, the question required students to take an analytical approach and cempare the
factors that led to the outbreak of the chosen revolutions, rather than merely describe and juxtapose events
and/or individuals that were part of the course of the chosen revolutions. By including the American
Revolution as one of the three options, the question gave most students the chance to discuss as part of
their answers content with which many felt relatively comiortable. One result of this was that the other
two options in the comparison (the Haitian and/or French Revolution) became, in effect the “high bar” and
provided opportunities for additional differentiation among student respeonses.

Sample: 3A
Score: 9

The thesis is in the first paragraph and addresses both a similarity and a difference between the causes of
the French and American Revolutions, which earned 1 point for thesis, The essay proceeds to digcuss both
the similarity (influence of Enlightenment ideas) and the difference (the American Revolution being & cclonial
revolution to achieve independence from the mother country and the French Revclution being a "home
revolution” to create & more representative government; identified in the thesis in two lengthy body
paragraphs. This earned 2 points for addressing all parts of the question. The essay substantiates the thesis
with well over 20 pieces of appropriate historical evidence, some related to the American Revolution and
other evidence related to the French Revolution. This earned the essay 2 points for using evidence. There is
an additional direct comparison {other than the one used to eam credit for Core Point 2) toward the middle of
page 1, where an additional similarity in the causes of both revolutions —political “under-representation” —
is identified and discussed. This earmed the essay 1 point for direct cornparison. There g persuasive analysis
of the reasons for both the similarities and differences identified in the comparison between the two
revolutions, which earned the essay 1 peint for analysis. Specifically, the analysis point was earned by the
essay addressing the concept of the social contract and its revolutionary implications (as an explanation of
the gimilarity of the two revolutions being influenced by Enlightenment ideas on page 1) and by the
discussion of the different role of social class (as an expianation of the difference in the type of grievances
that led to the two revolutions on page 3). In addition 1o earning all 7 points in the Basic Core, the essay
earned the maximum of 2 points in the Expanded Core for the plentiful evidence used in support of the
thesis, the high level of analysis, and the overall depth of argumentation and organization.

Sample: 3B
Score: 4

The attermnpted thesis in the first paragraph did not earn the thesis point. It discusses a valid difference
between the causes of the American and French Revolutions, "the Americans were secking independence
from their mother country {(Britain) while France was seeking to overthrow its own government.” However,
the similarities it addresses are either related to outcomes rather than causes {both revolutions “established
democracy and a constitution”) or are too generic to be creditable, (for example, the statement that both
revolutions were "uprisings of the people to overthrow their monarchical governments,”) Because the essay
did not earn the thesis point, the valid statement of difference in the introductory paragraph was credited
toward the Core Points for addressing all parts of the question. The second paragraph on page 1 identifies a
valid similarity between the causes of the two revolutions (popular anger at existing governments for
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Question 3 (continued)

imposing high taxes), which, together with the discussion of a difference in the introductory paragraph,
earned the essay 2 pointg for addressing all parts of the question. The essay uses seven pieces of relevant
evidence in support of its argument: prerevolutionary monarchical governiments; the revolutions leading to
the establishment of constitutions; prerevolutionary governments imposing heavy taxes; the desire to
establish a representative government (“the right to play a role in the government”); naticnalism as a factor in
the genesis of the revolutions; the idea of the social contract; and the role of the American Revoluticn as an
inspiration for the French Revolution. This was sufficient to earn the essay 2 points for evidence support. The
essay does not include a direct comparison between the two revclutions other than the discussion of a
similarity and a difference used to earn the Core Points for addressing all parts of the question; therefore the
essay did not earn the point for direct comparison. The essay did not eam the point for analysis as neither the
discussion of a similarity (paragraph 2 on page 1) nor the discussion of a difference {paragraph 3 on pages
1-2) contains analysis of causes.

Sample: 3C
Score: 1

The essay does not have a thesis, and it did not eam the thesis point, 1t makes several vaguely comparative
staternents about the French and the American revoluticns; however, the only statement that was creditable
{as a valid similarity in the causes of the two revolutions) is the claim that both revelutions “began based off
[Elntightenment ideas.” That statement earned the essay 1 point for addressing all parts of the question. The
statement that purports to identify a difference — "America didn't end in & [r]eign Hke the French"— does
not relate to causes and could not be credited for the second Core Point for addressing all parts of the
question. The essay did not sarn any points for using evidence because there are, at most, three pieces of
relevant evidence mentioned: "economic instability due o the debt,” the Bnlightenment, and the Reign of
Terror in the French Revolution. No points were awarded for a direct comparison or for analysis, as the essay
contains no attempts to earn these points.
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